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This study examined whether the Symbol Language and Communication Battery
(SLCB), a measure of learning disabilities (Lds), could identify children with Lds. In
addition, possible behavioral differences were examined between unidentified and
identified children. Eighty-five students (26 with school identified Lds; 59 unidentified)
in the 4th and 5th grade participated in the study. Results indicated that the SLCB has
good potential as a supplemental/screening measure of Lds. The SLCB was most
effective in identifying children when SLCB diagnoses were restricted to the areas of
reading, math, and writing. This study also found that teachers reported more behavioral
problems in children with an SLCB diagnosis than children without a diagnosis, whereas






LIST OF TABLES........................................................................................... iv
Chapter
1. INTRODUCTION......................................................................................  1
Overview




Issues with the Construct of LD
Assumptions of LD
Alternate Theory of LD
SLCB
Development of the SLCB
Use of the SLCB







Scoring of the SLCB





















1. Definitions and Age Ranges of Symbol Skills............................................ 62
2. Summary of Specific Syndromes and Functions........................................ 64
3. Descriptions of Specific LDs Included in the Current Paradigm and 
Corresponding DSM-IV Diagnoses.......................................................... 66
4. Developmental Specific Learning Disabilities............................................ 68
5. Winston School Learning Disability Diagnoses......................................... 70
6. Demographics.......................................................................................... 71
7. Pearson Correlations for SLCB Variables................................................. 72
8. Pearson Correlations Between BASC Composite Variables...................... 74
9. Pearson Correlations Between SLCB Sections and WISC-III Subtests..... 75
10. Estimates of Diagnostic Validity Based Upon the Use of the SLCB in 
Public and Private Schools....................................................................... 77
11. Estimates of Diagnostic Validity Based Upon the Use of the SLCB 
in Public Schools..................................................................................... 78
12. SCHOOL-LD Children Unidentified by the SLCB................................... 79



























































































































